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v Food Sanitation Act

Article 7(Standards and Specifications concerning Foods or Food additives)

Paragraph 3, Article 7 (Request for establishment of MRLs of pesticides, 

etc. in food)

v Enforcement Rule of the Food Sanitation Act

Paragraph 2, Article 5(Establishment of MRLs of pesticides or veterinary 

drugs in food)

Paragraph 3, Article 5(Revision of MRLs, etc.)

v Food Code (MFDS Notice)

[Annex 7]  Guidelines on Setting MRLs for Pesticide and Veterinary Drug in Food



v Pesticide Control Act

Article 8(Registration of items manufactured in Republic of Korea)

Article 23(Guidelines, etc. for safe use of pesticide, etc.)

v Criteria for registration of items and active compounds (RDA Notice)

Requirements for trials and documents for national registration
• Efficacy, Phytotoxicity, General toxicity, Ecotoxicity, Residues on crop, 

Environmental fate(Soil and water), Farmworker’s pesticide exposure, etc.



MFDS Notice

MFDS Notice (Full text)

Pesticide MRL Database

https://www.mfds.go.kr/brd/m_211/list.do

https://www.mfds.go.kr/brd/m_207/list.do

https://www.foodsafetykorea.go.kr/residue/main.do





is applied.







of  provisional

10 times of the MRL in fresh herbs, to dried herbs (2019)



Database (Korean and English)

※ Website

※ Mobile Food Code



Food Code Website
http://www.foodsafetykorea.go.kr/foodcode/index.jsp



v Import Tolerance( IT)

§ Submission of Label(GAP) and data → Review → Setting of MRL 

v Support for Applicants

§ Pre- review and advice by email

ü MFDS reviewerscheck the data in advance of application

§ For Genericcompound

ü Residue data ↔ Report from JMPR, EPA or EFSA

ü Temporary exemption from the requirement to submit Korean-

translated summary (~ December 2021)



Manual on Import Tolerances Application

https://www.foodsafetykorea.go.kr/portal/board/board.do?menu_grp=
MENU_NEW02&menu_no=3840





Illegal residues in imported Foods (January ~ March)

Illegal Rate(%) : 0.6(2018) →1.1(2019) →0.8(2020) →1.0(2021)

※ Illegal cases in 2021

Compounds : Chlorpyrifos, Acetamiprid, Cypermethrin, etc.

Commodities : Spices and Herbs (42%)   * Cumin, Culantro, Basil, etc.

* MFDS website on imported foods [impfood.mfds.go.kr)



Status for Temporary MRLs
In the survey for intention to application 

for MRLs(ITs)  in October 2020,

The U.S. submitted the list for 360 TMRLs.

Among them, 64 MRLs was established 

or in progress. (About 18%)

To complete the establishment of ITs 

within this year, the IT application must 

be submitted by June 1, 2021.
The MFDS plans to complete the 

administrative announcement and WTO 

notice in September and the MFDS notice in 

December.

Completed or in progress

Pre-review

Temporary MRLs

213

64

83



Pesticide residues in agricultural products from U.S.

Illegal residues after PLS (2019~2021)

Dichlorvos on Walnut (2019) 

Piperonyl butoxide on Husked rice, Dichlorvos on sesame (2020)

Residues detected more than 0.01 mg/kg (2019)

* The items are passed with the Temporary MRLs at that time.

Imazalil on Almond, Pirimiphos-methyl on maize, 

Imazalil on Citrus fruits (mandarin, orange, grapefruit) (IT in progress), 

Fenpropathrin on Blueberry and Grape
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