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Outline of this presentation

Presentation is a mix of:

• Update on EU MRL actions since 
the 2019 SF Workshop

• Review of related international 
activities since May 2019

• What to expect in 2020-2021 

All WTO documents are publicly available at 
www.wto.org



July 2019:
WTO Council on Trade in Goods



July 2019
Reuters



July 2019
Inside US Trade

“In a Council for Trade in Goods meeting on 
Monday, more than 100 members told the EU 
it should reevaluate its approach to 
regulating pesticides….”



July 2019
DG SANTE

“… banned for environmental reasons.”



August 2019
USTR Requests 
USITC Study



November 2019 
WTO SPS Committee

EU MRLs - G/SPS/GEN/1749

EU Pesticide Policies - G/SPS/GEN/1750

Codex Standard for Glyphosate -G/SPS/GEN/1752

APEC Import MRL Guidelines - G/SPS/GEN/1747



February 2020
WTO SPS Committee

Brazil, Canada and US proposed 
ministerial declaration to
establish a work program in the 
SPS Committee on
21st century SPS challenges.



Proposed SPS Declaration for MC12
G/SPS/GEN/1758/Rev.1

How to facilitate sustainable intensification of agricultural 
production and international trade, including by promoting 
the adoption and use of safe, innovative plant-protection 
products and veterinary medicines, and by encouraging the 
use of international standards, guidelines, and 
recommendations developed by the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, the World Organisation for Animal Health and 
the International Plant Protection Convention as the basis of 
harmonized SPS measures, including on maximum residue 
limits for veterinary drugs and pesticides, to protect human, 
animal or plant life or health.



April 2020
ENVI Committee Objection

In response, the Commission is expected to 
submit another proposal in July.



May 2020
Several WTO Members Request Suspension

“…we request that, for a period 
of 12 months, it suspend all 
review processes currently 
underway for MRLs, as well as 
the entry into force of the all 
MRL reductions planned for 
2020.”



May 2020
EU Farm to Fork Strategy

“The Commission will take additional action to reduce 
the overall use and risk of chemical pesticides by 50% 
and the use of more hazardous pesticides by 50% by 
2030.”



May 2020
EU Farm to Fork Strategy

“EU trade policy should contribute to enhance 
cooperation with and to obtain ambitious 
commitments from third countries in key areas 
such as animal welfare, the use of pesticides 
and the fight against antimicrobial resistance. 
The EU will strive to promote international 
standards in the relevant international bodies 
and encourage the production of agri-food 
products complying with high safety and 
sustainability standards, and will support 
small-scale farmers in meeting these standards 
and in accessing markets. "



May 2020
Pesticide REFIT

Improved implementation of the 
cut-off criteria

• increase certainty in the use of 
the cut-off criteria

• only continue full risk 
assessment if either the active 
substances do not meet the 
cut-off criteria or at least one 
of the derogation possibilities 
for their approval is invoked



May 2020 
Pesticide REFIT

“In line with the Green Deal Communication, the EU will use all its 
diplomacy, trade policy and development support instruments to 
promote the phasing out, as far as possible, of the use of 
pesticides no longer approved in the EU and to promote low-risk 
substances and alternatives to pesticides globally. It is important 
that efforts made in the EU are also made outside the EU to 
maximise environmental benefits and ensure a level-playing 
field for EU operators.”

“The EU will use discussions in international fora, including in 
the WTO SPS Committee and Codex Alimentarius, to explain the 
approach followed in the EU for pesticides and encourage third 
countries to adopt a similar approach.”



June 2020
PAFF Phytopharmaceuticals - Residues

1. BAC/DDAC
2. Glufosinate ammonium
3. Glyphosate
4. Chlorpropham
5. Methoxyfenozide
6. Spinosad
7. Indolylacetic acid
8. Fosetyl-Al

A.03 Specific substances for information/discussion

9. Ethephon
10. Fluopyram
11. Mancozeb
12. Boscalid
13. Lambda-cyhalothrin
14. Imazamox
15. 1,4-Dimethylnaphtalene



Thanks to Lisa Allen at USDA

A cartoon from Punch from 1890: The phylloxera, a true gourmet, finds 

out the best vineyards and attaches itself to the best wines.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punch_(magazine)

