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Interagency Partners 
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Top Markets for U.S. Tree Nuts in 2019
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• EU (Over $3 billion)

• India ($822 million) 

• Canada ($696 million)

• Hong Kong ($692 billion)

• China ($606 million)
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Top Markets for U.S. Fruits and Vegetables in 2019
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• Canada ($3.4 billion)

• Mexico ($803 million)

• South Korea ($419 million)

• Japan ($402 million)

• Taiwan ($326 million)

• Hong Kong ($205 million)

• Vietnam ($140 million)

• China ($118 million)

• India ($63 million)

• Indonesia ($59 million)

• Thailand ($49 million)
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Top Markets for U.S. Grains
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• Mexico

• Japan

• Taiwan

• South Korea

• Canada

• China
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“Misaligned” MRLs
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“Missing” MRLs
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Asynchronous approvals 

for new compounds

Reevaluation of old 

compounds

Major MRL regime 

changes

Slide Credit: Julie Chao
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Themes and Challenges
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• Disharmonized or missing MRLs 

• Hazard based assessments

• Lack of understanding risk 

• Public concern affecting policies

• Lack of import tolerance policies  
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Challenges in Top Markets
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• Mexico’s Glyphosate Import Permit Ban

• The EU’s Hazard Based Approaches 

• China’s Lack of Import Tolerance Policy 

• South Korea’s PLS Transition

• Taiwan’s Low MRLs 

• Vietnam’s Domestic Glyphosate Ban 

• Thailand’s Domestic Ban on Glyphosate, 
Chlorpyrifos, Paraquat 

• India’s Proposed Ban on 27 Pesticides 
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FAS Bilateral Engagement 
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• Comments to WTO Notifications

• Technical Exchanges

• Side Meetings during the WTO SPS Committee 
Meeting and TBT Committee Meetings

• Trade Policy Meetings, TIFA, FTAs

• Free Trade Agreement SPS Committee Chapter

• Interventions

• Others 
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FAS Multilateral Engagement 
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• APEC

• Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues

• WTO SPS Committee Meeting

SPS Committee Meeting

• Others
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Growth in Notified SPS Measures Assists U.S. 
Exporters and Reduces Trade Disruption
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Notification Comment Process
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• FAS collects feedback from U.S. agricultural industry 
groups 

• FAS coordinates U.S. government responses to 
WTO notifications 

• Assessment by interagency partners is included 

• Email us to get on the mailing list: 
plantdivision@usda.gov
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www.globalmrl.com



23

United States Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

www.mrlpriority.com
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www.ams.usda.gov/datasets/pdp
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Market Access Program (MAP)
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• Helps finance activities to market and promote U.S. 
agricultural commodities worldwide

Emerging Markets Program (EMP)

• Provides funding for technical assistance activities to 
promote exports of U.S> agricultural commodities to 
emerging markets worldwide

Foreign Market Development Program (FMD)

• Provides cooperator organizations with cost-share funding 
for activities that build international demand for U.S. 
agricultural commodities
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Inputs

Exporters

Govt. Entities

Markets

Strategic Plans

Cost 
Share/Industry 

Support

(Project 
Types)

Pre Clearance, 
Logistical, 

Admin support 
work

Meetings,

Seminars, 
Workshops, 

Travel

Field Surveys

Pest, Disease and 
Other Research

Outputs

Workplans

Pest Lists

Export Protocols

MRL approval pkgs

Conferences/Travel 
to exchange 

expertise

Pest Data

MRL Data

Irradiation Data

Test Data

Trapping

Gap Analysis

Intermediate 
Outcomes

Market Access 
Gains/ Progress in 
overcoming Trade 

Barrier

End 
Outcomes 

(Goal)

Potential for 
Increased 
Exports

Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops (TASC) Logic Model

Factors (outside of our control) - Internal:  Statute,  Appropriation, Apportionment, Sequester, Title 31 USC (“Purpose Availability 
Rule”), Regulations, OGC Guidance, Federal Grant Law, Antideficiency Act Restrictions 
External:  Foreign Government  Actions, Competition, Climate, Shipping

Assumptions – Projects will address a phytosanitary or technical trade barrier

Grant Programs Branch TASC Contacts: Richard Chavez 202 401-0100, Richard.Chavez@FAS.usda.gov; Ben Chan 202 720-8877, benjamin.chan@usda.gov). 
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2019 TASC Grants Addressing MRLs

• Establish Permanent MRLs for U.S. Highbush 
Blueberries to South KoreaMaintaining Market 
Access for California Citrus Exports to Australia 
and South Korea 

• EU MRL Early Alert System 

• Grower Priority Database

• Establishment of Sweet Cherry MRLs

• Integrated Strategies to address trade barriers 
for export sweet potatoes from U.S.
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FAS Capacity Building for MRLs
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• Regional alignment of pesticide regulations 
and MRLs

• Joint data generation with IR-4 to establish 
Codex MRLs

• Support of the FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on 
Pesticide Residues 

Jason Sandahl, FAS
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APEC Projects 
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• December 2020 Enforcement of Pesticide 
MRLs (U.S. led) 

• July 2020 Virtual Risk Communication 
Workshop (Australia led)

• TBD Grain Regulatory Workshop (Australia 
led) 

Anna Gore, FAS
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COVID-19 Impacts 
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• Latin American countries request suspension
of EU pesticide policies in light of COVID-19

• Port disruptions and congestion 

• Food distribution disruption 

• Disruptions to in-person engagements

• Meetings canceled or rescheduled 
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Questions? Contact us!
General: plantdivision@usda.gov

Plant Division Leadership: 
Catherine Fulton, Senior Director: Catherine.Fulton@usda.gov
Ada Bacetty, Director: Ada.Bacetty@usda.gov

Regional Contacts: 
China - Mark Rasmussen Mark.Rasmussen@usda.gov

Oceania and Pacific Islands - Dave Egelhofer: David.Egelhofer@usda.gov

Middle East and Africa - Jake Dunton: Jake.Dunton@usda.gov

Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, and Philippines - Jake 
Fagliarone: Jacob.Fagliarone@usda.gov

North America, Caribbean, Central and South America - Mark Freeman: Mark.Freeman1@usda.gov

Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Hong Kong - Loren LaPointe: Loren.LaPointe@usda.gov

South Asia - Emily Marthaler: Emily.Marthaler@usda.gov

EAEU, Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia - Katrina Reid: Katrina.Reid@usda.gov

EU - Rachel Vanderberg: Rachel.Vanderberg@usda.gov 31
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Thank you!
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