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I. For Starters - An Example:

• US and European Hop 
industries work 
cooperatively on MRLs

• Together 93% of world 
hops

• US exports 70% of crop

• 2017 US hop exports to 
Europe: $110 million
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I. The Development

Spinosad (Entrust) Hops

• 2014: 

– US MRL 22 ppm; 

– EU MRL 22 ppm

• July 4, 2014, EU WTO 
Announcement: G/SPS/N/EU/86

• EU Hop MRL to be lowered to 
0.1 ppm (LOQ)

• If implemented: No more use 
of this insecticide
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I. The Reaction:

• Comments due Sept. 2, 2014 

• Comments submitted Aug. 
22, 2014

• No EU response

• EFSA proposal first published 
in March 2012!

• WTO comments solicited at 
end of multi-year process 
review

• No chance to change MRL

• WTO comments not useful
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I. The Result:
• EU Spinosad MRL fell 

from 22 ppm to 0.1 
ppm on November 5, 
2015

• Handler letters prohibit 
Entrust usage

• Loss of US-approved 
crop protection product 
for growers

• Situation is repeating 
and growing
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I. The Upshot:
• Unless major trade ramifications 

meriting political intervention, 
commenting on proposed EU MRL 
changes through the WTO 
announcement process is highly 
unlikely to yield MRLs changes in the 
EU.

• Heaven forbid if you miss 
commenting. 

• EU recognizes this is a challenge 
and working to improve situation.

• With Cut Off Criteria, situation likely 
to repeat…often.
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II. The EU Pesticide Approval 
Process:
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II. Review of  All Existing EU MRLs

• Article 12 of Regulation EC 
396/2005 says all existing EU 
MRLs must be reviewed

• Has been ongoing since 2008

• List of reviews published
http://www.efsa.Europa.eu/en/events/event/1
40619

• European Commission 
recommendation: Comment at 
start of reevaluation through 
registrant
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II. The EU Pesticide Approval Process:
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III. Commenting Early:

• Pros:

– Ability to indicate importance of MRL as 
reviews start

– Address concerns as review is ongoing

• Challenges:

– Knowing when to comment (short 
window)

– Who to comment to

– Differing registrants

– Differing requirements
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IV. BCI TASC Grant: EU Early Notification

• Goal is to let 

stakeholders know 

when evaluations are 

open for comment, who 

could be affected, and 

to whom comments 

should be directed.
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IV. BCI TASC Grant: EU Early Notification

• Added value; Provide clear 

information on:

– Commodities affected 

– US vs EU MRL

– Deadline for comment

– Registrant and contact

• Working with USDA on 

content and distribution
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IV. BCI TASC Grant: EU Early Notification

Possible Addition:

• Notify when EFSA has 

advanced active ingredient 

to European Commission 

with recommended MRLs 

• (But no comment 

opportunity)
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V. Conclusions and Challenges Ahead

• Current WTO commenting not effective

• EU and stakeholders seeking way to make commenting 

more useful through early commenting

• Gathering storm as Cut Off Criteria/Endocrine Disruptor 

reg enacted

• TASC Grant seeking to inform stakeholders of earlier 

opportunities to comment and possible advancement of 

proposed MRLs
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Thank You!

Matthew Lantz

matthew.lantz@bryantchristie.com

206-292-6340

Bryant Christie Inc.

Sacramento, CA and Seattle, WA

www.bryantchristie.com
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