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Codex Alimentarius: what is it? 

 Codex Alimentarius = Food Code 

Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) - created 1963 by 

FAO and WHO to develop food standards, guidelines and 

related texts such as codes of practice under the Joint 

FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme  

 

Objectives: 

 protecting health of consumers 

 ensuring fair practices in food trade 
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CCPR: what is it? 

 Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues 

(CCPR) is subsidiary body to CAC 

 
Committee is formed from national delegations and 

other interested parties such as industry 

representatives and NGOs. The CCPR discusses all 

matters of pesticide residues and proposes decisions to 

the CAC  



4 

JMPR: what is it? 

 JMPR – While not officially part of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission structure, the Joint 

FAO/WHO Meetings on Pesticide Residues 

(JMPR) provides independent scientific expert 

advice to the Commission and its specialist 

Committee on Pesticide Residues  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/80/FAO_logo.gif
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 Codex Alimentarius 

Commission – many 

Committees & Task Forces  
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CXLs: what are they and how are they 

established? 

 

CXLs are established via work of WHO & FAO experts - 

Joint Meeting on Pesticide Residues (JMPR) and Codex 

Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) 

 

JMPR – risk assessor 

CCPR – risk mangers 

 
 

 

 

 Codex MRLs (aka CXLs) are international trading 

standards, which are safe for worldwide consumers 
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 JMPR and CCPR are not regulatory authorities  

i.e. they do not regulate or approve pesticides or 

the use thereof  

 

 JMPR and CCPR provide their work and 

advice free of financial contributions/charges for 

the interested parties  

JMPR & CCPR: what are they are not? 
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 Each November, new compounds are nominated to CCPR 

Prioritization Schedule by sponsorship from governmental 

delegation 

 

 Industry completes nomination form and submits to eWG for 

CCPR prioritization (currently headed by Ian Reichstein from AUS) 

 

 Priorities are fixed at CCPR meeting each April 

 

 In accordance with priorities, WHO and FAO dossiers are 

submitted to assigned experts during Dec of the year before JMPR 

evaluation   

 

 CXLs are re-evaluated every 15 yrs 

 

CXLs: nomination and prioritization      
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CCPR Priority List of Pesticides 



10 

Codex Steps 

Step 1  Prioritization of compound by CCPR 

Step 2  Evaluation of compound by JMPR and recommendations to CCPR 

Step 3  Submission of proposed Codex MRLs to governments for first 

 round of comments 

Step 4  First discussion of proposed MRLs by CCPR in consideration of  

 governmental comments  

Step 5  Submission of proposed Codex MRLs to Codex Alimentarius 

 Commission (CAC) for consideration of adoption as draft standard 

Step 6  Submission of adopted draft Codex MRL to governments for second 

 round of comments 

 

 Codex Step procedure: 
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Step 7  Final discussion of proposed Codex MRLs by CCPR in 

consideration of governmental comments  

 Step 7a  Proposed MRL cannot be advanced until a full toxicology  

  evaluation is completed by JMPR 

 Step 7b  Proposed MRL is referred back to JMPR for re-consideration in 

  light of new information 

 Step 7c  Proposed MRL is not advanced, awaiting further information  

  as specified 

Step 8  Consideration by CAC for adoption as CXL 

 Codex Step procedure: 

Codex Steps continued 
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 Step 5/8 – the accelerated procedure 
 
 Steps 5,6 & 7 eliminated if there is no concern and no 

 need for further discussion  

 

Great success  Codex MRLs available for trade 

about 2yrs after JMPR data call for a new chemical 

evaluation 
 

 

Codex Steps continued 
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 Grower/Exporters’ demand and Industry’s 

response has overwhelmed system with requests 

for CCPR prioritizations 

 
• JMPR Capacity for evaluating and proposing Codex 

MRLs is insufficient to cope with demand 

CCPR: victim of own success 
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Discussion Paper on JMPR Resources 

 US delegation prepared paper for discussion at 2011 CCPR 
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Discussion Paper on JMPR Resources 

 

 Identified 3 areas of concern: 

 

 Limited funding for hosting JMPR meeting 

 

 Need for more experts for evaluation of 

compounds 

 

 Timing and frequency of JMPR meeting  
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Discussion Paper: conclusion at CCPR 

“The Committee agreed that the JMPR resource issues 

should be raised by the member countries of FAO and 

WHO at the highest level possible, and that member 

countries should express their concerns at the next 

session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission.” 
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Call for your help! 

 CropLife asks US Commodity Groups to write Member 

Governments requesting that they raise the issue of JMPR 

capacity for establishing CXLs at the upcoming Codex 

Alimentarius Commission meeting in July 
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Call for your help! 

Unless upper management of CAC Executive 

Office is made aware of the serious situation, 

for sure we can expect things to remain the 

same! 
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Many thanks for your support and 

 your attention! 
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Slide title 
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