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NAFTA Activities
Established 
programs

OECD Activities
Workshops, 
symposia, 
committees

Codex activities
Crop 
classification 
update, need for 
more MRLs

National Programs
Some Working 
Independently.

Some Cooperatively

IR-4/EPA/FAO/
USDA 

realized a need 
to have a 
summit

Why a Global Minor Use Summit
An overview of activities



Global Minor Use Summit

Action Items:
1. Development of a common web portal
2. Development of capacity building directed to 

developing countries
3. Establishment of a CODEX Working Group on 

specialty crops and minor uses
4. Development of pilot projects, eg. JR, data 

development, crop specific database
5. Future plans for a Global Minor Use Summit II



• Develop a common portal consisting of 
links to national data and information 
websites including (but not limited to):
– Crop grouping schemes
– Existing National MRL regulations
– Existing Minor Use Programs
– Pest management needs/gaps
– Use Authorizations to facilitate data 

sharing by pesticide/crop/pests
– List server and electronic bulletin board

Action Item #1-Communications



http://ir4.rutgers.edu/



Action Item  #2 Capacity Building

- Biopesticide/Reduced Risk pesticides

- Multi-lateral review efforts

- Regional coordination and cooperation

- Data generation (field trials, laboratory
analysis, development of submission
documents)

- Coordinated through USDA-FAS



Action Item #3  CODEX

• Increased number of Codex MRLs for specialty 
crops and minor uses

• Support Codex in revising Codex Classification of 
Food and Animal Feeds, including consideration of 
the concept of representative commodities

• Establishment of a CODEX Working Group on 
specialty crops and minor uses – (approved April 
2008)



Workgroup on Minor Uses
• Proposed Workgroup on Minor Uses

– Proposal to establish a CCPR Working Group on 
Minor Uses and Specialty Crops accepted by the 
CODEX CCPR in April 2008, chaired by US and co-
chaired by Australia and Kenya

– Objectives: to move many of the action items from 
the Global Minor Use Summit forward

– TOR: to provide guidance to facilitate the 
establishment of CODEX MRLs for minor uses 
and specialty crops



Minor Use Working Group
• Priorities on the JMPR WorkPlan
• Sharing Data from multiple countries
• Continue Update for Crop Grouping and
• Implementation of the Principles and 

Guidance on the Selection of 
Representatives Commodities for the 
Extrapolation of MRLs to Commodity 
Groups



Action Item #4 Pilot Projects

• Explore the concept of a simultaneous JMPR and natio nal 
review to facilitate the establishment of  Codex MRL s prior to 
national MRLs
• Continue ongoing global joint reviews
• Pilot was agreed at 2010 CCPR

• Investigate reasons for differences in national and Codex MRLs 
for specific pesticide/crop combinations
• Paper provided at CCPR

• Create a crop specific database for a limited number of  crops 
that contains a listing of use authorizations and re sidue trials
• Lots of activities – meeting later today. 

• Compare residues between regions to support the concept  of 
global zoning
• Global residue study



– Prospective projects are the most efficient and 
economical

– Growers: 
• new, safer technologies sooner, global MRL’s, trading   

- at the same time

– Regulators: 
• work sharing, efficiency, robust data packages, 

consistent global decisions, harmonized MRL’s

– Registrants: 
• products to market faster, registrations global/more 

countries, efficiency, harmonized safety standards, 
less food-chain issues

*  Sponsored by USDA-FAS

Why a global residue program *



Zoning (Kopper-Geiger climate map)



enGLOBAL RESIDUE STUDY

22 Countries- 27 Trials
- 17 sample sets in US
- 10 to be completed





Current Status
• Samples at EPA Lab 

– Australia(2), California, Maryland, 
Canada(BC), Canada(Ontario), Japan, 
Korea(2 trials), Spain, Italy, France, Yemen, 
China(Bejing).  Turkey and India just in

• Trial completed sample shipment 
expected soon
– Egypt , Brazil

•



• Research needs to be conducted, have all 
equipment
– Mexico, South Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, 

Morocco, Colombia, China(Guangzhao)

• Research sites under development
• Costa Rica, Poland



• The EPA Lab has completed method 
validation on all the parent compounds 
and are still working on a metabolite.

• Analysis of actual samples will begin soon.



What's next
• Finish collecting samples and analysis

– Analysis data

– Share data

• Additional crop group studies
• Support/Propose Guidance Documents

– OECD

– National Regulations



Action Item #5  Summit II

• Focus program on commodity based pest 
management issues utilizing results from 
above Action Items as identified at the first 
Global Minor Use Summit

• Future plans for a Global Minor Use Summit II 
2011



OECD Activities

• Expert Group on Minor Uses (EGMU)
– Establishment endorsed in June 2007
– Work plan: 

• Develop mechanisms to enable work sharing
• Collaborate with the Residue Expert Working Group
• Promote work of OECD
• Report to Registration Steering Group (RSG)



OECD Activities - Progress Report

– Members:
• New- BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS, SLOVAK REPUBLIC
• Existing members- AUS, AUT, CAN, CZ, FR, GER, GR, 

HUN, IRE, JAP, NZ, UK, US, EC, FAO, EPPO, IR-4, 
CropLife

– Guidance Document on defining minor uses 
• Provide a better understanding of existing definitions  

and criteria used among member countries
• Leave flexibility for defining minor uses within coun tries



• Developing a guidance on how to address and solve 
minor uses

• Evaluate national/regional processes for addressing 
minor use gaps

• Collate examples of successful cases of data exchan ges 
for minor use authorizations

• Collate “Top 10” real life minor use gaps within speci fied 
“criteria” & conduct Pilot Project to identify process,  
issues & problems

OECD Activities - Progress Report



OECD Activities - Progress Report

– Surveys (will develop into Guidance Documents):
• Efficacy & Crop Safety (CAN)

– existing guidelines, data requirements, No. of tria ls, 
labeling, extrapolations/crop & pest grouping, exch ange & 
use of int. data

• Regulatory Incentives & Liability (IR-4)
– existing incentives and proposals for new incentive s

– Examine liability issues

– Other Activities
• Joint reviews:

– Identify minor uses registered from recent JR’s
– Collate registration of minor uses from those JR’s

– Encourage addition of minor uses to future JR’s



Objective:
• Address grower pest control needs with safe effective 

products in a manner that does not affect trade 
markets

• To provide simultaneous submissions to both 
regulatory agencies (EPA and PMRA)

• Submissions reviewed and registrations approved in 
both countries at approximately the same time with 
harmonized tolerances/MRLs

NAFTA Minor Use Cooperative



NAFTA “Win-Win” Model

• Cooperative research with Canada 
started in 1996

– Mutual projects conducted jointly on 
both sides of the border - reduced data 
needs of each country

– Supported by EPA/PMRA joint reviews 
and workshare

• Major funding and expansion for “IR-4 
North” in 2003



NAFTA Minor Use Joint Review Projects

Progress Report:
– Joint Review program to date

• 18 submissions/petitions completed
• Currently 5 in review
• About 7 submissions 2009

– Minor Use Joint Reviews results
• Resulted in more than 62 new uses
• Reduced timeframe

– Other submissions/petitions will be submitted as “work 
share”

– More than 40 total packages shared to date.



AAFC PMC Research

• Joint Studies for Projects of Mutual interest

• Since 2003 Share data generation for about 15 
studies a year (1/3 trials from CN, 2/3 from US).  

• CN also provides efficacy trials



IR-4 Codex Activities

• Work with commodity groups and EPA to add 
uses to JMPR work plan

• Review JMPR work plan and dovetail IR-4 data 
with chemicals scheduled for review

• Work with EPA and Registrants to submit data to 
JMPR

• Consider working with other countries to 
nominate chemicals or add chemicals to JMPR 
workplan



IR-4 CODEX Activities
• IR-4 2006 and 2007 JMPR reviews

– Seven Cranberry Reports
– Bifenazate 

• pome fruit, ptone fruit, berries and 
other small fruits, nuts and seeds, 
fruiting vegetables, cucurbits root 
crops, dried herbs (hops and mint)

– Quinoxyfen
– lettuce, melon, strawberry and peppers 



CODEX Activities
• IR-4 2008 JMPR reviews

– IR-4 Submitted
– Imidacloprid – 11 crops
– Spinosad – 3 crops

– MFG Submitted – IR-4 data
– Azoxystrobin – many crops
– Chlorantraniliprole
– Boscalid and Tebuconazole



CODEX Activities
• IR-4 2009 JMPR reviews

– IR-4 Submitted
– Indoxacarb – stone fruit, cucurbits, Southern pea, mint, 

cranberry

– Methoxyfenozide – citrus, root veggies, peas and beans, 
cucurbits, bushberry, cranberry, strawberry, peanut , tropical 
fruits 

– Buprofezin – grape, fruiting veggies, pomefruit, stonefruit, 
berries, tropical fruits, bean, olive, almond, cucu rbits

– MFG Submitted
– Spirodiclofen
– Fenbuconazole
– Thiamethoxam



CODEX Activities
• IR-4 2010 beyond JMPR reviews *

– Fenpyroximate
– Etoxazole
– Novaluron
– Others

* sponsored by USDA-FAS



Crop Grouping – per SUMMIT *

• Supports Codex in revising Codex Classification 
of Food and Animal Feeds including the 
consideration of the concept of representative 
crops

• Recognition of the value of an international crop 
grouping scheme with representative crops is 
important in facilitating authorizations for minor 
crops

• Encourage the development of harmonized 
global crop grouping scheme for efficacy data

*Common recommendations from breakout groups
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Crop Grouping - Revisions

Why Revise Crop Groups : 
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� Need for international harmonization 
(Codex) of crop groups, definitions and 
vocabularies
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Acerola

Cattley guava

Coffee

Dovyalis hybrid

Jaboticaba

Loquat

Naranjilla

Surinam cherry

Grape

Blueberry

Tamarind

Tree tomato

Natal plum Purple
mombin
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Crop Grouping Expansion and Harmonization

Multiyear Joint Project with EPA, International 
Crop Grouping Consultants Committee (ICGCC) 
and Codex to evaluate crops groups and 
extrapolation

• US and Canada crop groupings/add new crops 
to existing groups and/or new 
groups/subgroups

• Work with International stakeholders to modify 
Codex groups to better support global trade 
and use of extrapolation

– Harmonization of crop groups is a goal



Crop Grouping Efforts

Crop Groups - allow for extrapolation of data from a  few 
crops to many, efficient use of resources;  Recent USA 
enhancements include:

•Berries & Small Fruit (45 commodities)
•Bulb Vegetable (26 commodities)
•Edible Fungi (20 commodities)



����������������������������������������

Bulb Vegetables.
Representatives: Bulb onion and 

spring onion



Pending NAFTA Crop Groups 

� Oilseed group – to be codified 6/10

� Citrus Fruit group – to be codified 6/10
� Fruiting Vegetables – to be codified 6/10

� Pome Fruit group  – to be codified 6/10
� Stone Fruit group – preliminary approval 

� Tree Nut group – preliminary approval
� Tropical Fruit group – pending submission

� Herb and Spice group – under review



Crop Grouping Codex

• Netherlands & US prepare crop group 
proposals in coordination with 
US/ICGCC revisions

• Proposals reviewed by Codex Electronic 
Working Group

• Finalized proposal submitted to Codex 
Secretariat

• Proposals discussed at the next CCPR 
meeting
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• Leafy vegetables
• Brassica vegetables, 
• Fruiting Vegetables, 

Cucurbits
• Root and Tuber
• Legume Vegetables
• Pulses
• Stalk and stem 

vegetables

• Cereal Grains
• Grasses, for sugar or 

syrup production
• Seed for beverages and 

sweets
• Other groups e.g. 

primary food 
commodities of animal 
origin and processed 
foods
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• Draft Principles And Guidance On The Selection Of 
Representative Commodities For The Extrapolation 
Of MRLs To Commodity Groups
– accepted



Thank 
You!

Daniel Kunkel: 
kunkel@aesop.rutgers.edu
(732) 932-9575 ext 4605


